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The story of CALL-15 stars more or less with the 1982 TESOL Conferencs in
Honaluly, Hawail, which atiracied a doFen presentabons involving
compulers, nolably ane by David Sanders from Concordia Unneersily in
Kontreal on 'Design and Implementaticn of a3 Communicative Cal Program’
(at the time, what we now know a5 CALL was widely refemrad to as CAl,
compuler-assisted instruction). Jean Jamieson and Caral Chapelle alsa
presented there, giving two skillfully choreographed back-to-back 3-hour
sessions all day on Saturday, one an ESL lesson design and the ather on
programming in Filol Alsa al hal cenference, Daved Wyall, whose solbwang
was on display at the ALA boath, chaired a 'Rap Sesslon’ on ‘The Why,
Where, and How of © A 1" (in addibon to Carod and Joan, the panelisis were
Frank Cdio, Anne Jackson-Ruller. and Roberta Lavine).

The technology could be recalcitrant in that era. Anne and Peter Mulles
struggled to get thelr program 1o load ten minutes into the time their
pressntation was dus to begin while their audience grew restliess wiith the
delay, and this was lypical of the way the lechnodogy could be expecled o
Wwork, or nod, &% the case may be. Vance Sievens was not listed in the
program, but nevertheksss made 3 Ccameos appearance at the videno interest
sechion's academic session, where he demonsiraled a crude authoring
system which would cue a video cassetie tape, play a segment. ask a
gqueshon, and depending on response, wind the tape to another frame, play
that, and s0 an. The pregram required a len-minule load o memory which
hag 1o be initlated durnng the change In speakers just prior to his tum, and
that unforunate speaker had to endure distrachon from the clicking of the
disk drives and whirring of the VCR al irmegular inlervals duriig his
presentation. The drives had seftied down by the ime i1 was Vance's wm 1o
speak To his great rebef, text appeared on the screen, the tape played, and
Uhe program warked lomng encugh Tor him 1o boiefly owerdies il
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Electronic Village Online
CFP is here. Proposals on
any topic relevant to TESOL.
Sesskons between Jan. 10
and Feb. 14, 2016 Patential
maderalors find inslruchons
on how 10 create proposal
pages here Proposals are
due Sept. &, 2015. Pasl
session types. ook here.

2018 TESOL CALL-IS Webcast
Events from the Technology
Showcase and the Electronic
Village Fair Class

TESOL CALL-IS is pleased to
present recordings of

sesslons from the Technalogy
Showcase and the Elecironic
“illage Fair Classics. The link

Is avallable here.




Hawall was not the first TESOL event where interest m CAl had besn shown
David Wyall had also presenled on a compuber-based topic in Dedrail in
18081, and Joan and Candl had done a computer-based preseniation as eany
as 1980 at TESOL m San Francisco, According to Carol "It was an
imlroduction 1o CALL and aulhonng on FLATS, We gol lerminals mom a Bay
area PLATO rep, had phone lines installed, and taught people how 1o
author ™ The following year, Jamesan and Chapelle ooked at the benefits
and limitations of three hardware/softvware environments Tor developing and
using CALL: micre, mainframe, and instructional mainframe (the atler was
BLATO) We had programmed the same matenal on the three, brought the
three lerminals o Delrgd in my car, had phone lines installed in the
conferencs room. and showed them Ivell™ Cangl enjays recalling thess
events: “Thesse memonsas are very vivid because Nese events were
exiremely difficull o sel up logistically, and they wene very rewanding 1o
conduct.” Joan and Cand followed up thelr mink-course by sending a mallout
to those involed This was an early attempt at pulling fogether a community
ol CAl enthusiasls within TESOL. bul Caral and Joan backed off from
organizing further "ater realizing now much secretanal work was invalved!”
[guoted from email 15 & 16 May 2003, with Carol's permission)

After 18952 1t was clear that interest in CAl was growing regarding ns
palential for language leaming. Therefore, an invited Symposum was
scheduled Tor the next annual TESCOL conference in Toronta, 1983, and this
sSyYMposium was notable for many things that both happened and didn't
happen. One impoariant thing o happen was thal John Higgins argued
edoguenily that the name of our endeavor showld be changed Torthwith to
CALL 1o place the emphasis on ‘leaming’, and we eventually becams the
CALL interes] seclion. One thing that didn'l hagpen al this symposium was
thatl, since it was an 'Imvited event, a volunteer was stationed at the door to
check badnes against her st of Invitees; thus was Earl Stevick turmed away
and disappeared down the hall befose anyone could calch him Lo invite him
back.



However, the 40 some-edd peopke who had been invited did Jiscuss
becomng an interest section, Toward this end we weni 50 far 25 to elect a
chair. As David Sanders had laken lhe indlialve 1o arganize and comvene the
symposium, ke was elected first chair of the interest section-to-be. Mext on
the zgenda was election of an assnciate-chair, and many maore deserving
candidates declined to sland before Vance Slevens was finally elected
asgociate chair of what we hoped would goon became an interest section in
eSS

A sleering commitlee was then elecled, among which was Roger Kenner,
who took on the rele of "OMcial Secretary’. Roger maintained an archive of
CALL-S histony from (s inception up through 2003 (Kenner 2000, 2003y His
"4 Shorl Hisbary of the Founding of the CALL-IS Inlerest Seclion” deals
specifically and im greater detall than here with the behind-the-scenes
leading up to the Toronto symposium and the years immediately after (s=e
Kenner, 1996).

Despite the Facl that, according 1o Roger's recond, the symposum had been
archestrated 10 2ad to the Tormation of an interest seCtion, his was another
thing that didn't happsn in Toronta, We soon kkamed that certam steps in the
procedures we would have o follow could nod be laken watil e next years
convention. Meanwhile, David Sanders developed other Interests and his
place in our lohbying effors was assumed by his colleague at Concordia,
Roger Kenmer. These developments were communicated among the
principles (Cavid and Roger in Canada, the TESCOL front ofice in virginia,
and Vance im Hawan) through snail mail

Ve had managed to muster enough favorable reaction m Taronio among the
higher-ups in TESOL thal Roger and Vance were each treated to a night in
the Hyatt in Houston, 1384, in order o attend & day-long TESOL leadership
waorkshop there (Kenner, 1995 provides msighis into whal was going an
between TESOL and the unofMcial CALL interes! seclion). Hene we leamed
e Roops e Would Nave 10 jump througn In owr interest section bid and now
o approach them Our proposal had fo b2 put before 2ach exishing inferest
seclion, as each would hawve lo decide how o direct ils delegales lo vole al
the mid-wesk Inferest Section Councll mesiing, where Roger and Vance
would appear to make our case in person, The approval of ofher interest
seclions was crutial and fravghl with polilics. More interes] seclions meant
gregter subdivision of the pol of imited resources avallable 1o all Interest
s=ctions (2 g money, hence pages, for newsketers) and dilution of influence
in e Inlerest Seclion Council, 5o thal it was in the inberest af the most
powerful imterest sections 1o stringenily vet newcomens. However, our
argument that we represented a sunstantve 1ssus in TESOL hacksd with A
aroundswell of suppord won the day, and owr petition was approved.



During the wesk, we met frequently with our co-conspirators in the spacious
atriurm of the Hyall. When we learmed we negded to quickly draft a Slatement
of Purpose for our group. Joan Jamieson picked up a napkin off the table
and began joting down our working notes and handed these over 1o Boger
Don Lorz, who was way ahead of most of us with his LISP-based parsers,
happenad 1o have brought his ‘portable’ with him (which in those days meant
a kind of typewrier) so0 Roger went up to Don's room and clatiered out the
docurmnent we needed 1o allain the next hurdle in the ralification process.

2nce an inlerest section 5 approved by the Interest Section Council ils
recommendation goes before the Executive Board, which meets afer the
conference and, assuming # supports the recommendations of the Interesd
Sechon Council, then appaints the new inlenesl seclion's chair and associale
chalr . As our group's two spokespersons behind the scenes at the Houston
comvention, Boger and Vance made sure that the nght people had our
names spelled cormeclly, and we were informed of our appaintments &ler in
the year.

I'he concept of the CALL-1S Hospitality Room and is evolution into the
Electronic Village s another thread thal is worlh pursuing in tracking the
development of the interest section. Vance Stevens ook the Tirst step in this
direction by organizing a software fair in Housion n 1984 There was no
precedent for this, bul those of us presenting became aware thal each of us
was developing softecare the others might like 1o examineg at leisure. S0, at
the next softeware far organized by Roger and Vance in New York in 1985,
some of us slayed behind to copy our freeware onto each other's five-and-a-

quarier inch truly Nexible Nopples before the compulers we had assembled
could be packed away at the end of the session

Mesther Hoger nor Vance were in Anaheim in 1986, but Roger's documents
state that the first 'Hospilality Room’ appeared al thal conference. In 1987,

Macey Taylor turned a room in the convention hoted in Kiami into a CALL-IS
Hospatality Room. She set up her Amiga there along with some DOS PCs
and Appde lle compulers and kepd it open 1o those wishing 1o drog by and
l2am maore about our interest section. Roger recalls that the following year,
1988 m Chicago, Peter Lee arranged fo provide compautars for a Hospitality
Room and union rules had 1o be circumvented through discrete lWpping 1o gel
them i and out of the conference center.



The idea of assembling compubers in one place al annual comeentions far the
purpose of presenting language leaming software led to the establishment of
a reguilar venue for shanng and exchanging if. Soon, freeware and
sharewane softwane collections for Apple, Mac, PC. Commodare, ele. were
maintalined by separate liorarans for each different platfionm. The coll2cions
themsaes were brought to each conference; lists were published in
néwslatlers during the year, and copses of the soflware waere mailed 1o
people who sent money to cover cost of postage and diskettes. In 1989
Claire Bradin Siskin compiled 8 number of these lists info one big st and
brought il bo Sanm Anlonio with her. She remembers thal before the
conference staned, she ran off akout 100 coples and put them in the HARL
“Thay immediately disappeared, and people kept demanding copies | 50 we
took one masler copy and put il al the central handouts Boolh. The Tunny
thing then was that the master copy Kept disappearing from the handouts
booth, and they kept asking me for @ new master copy! Mone of us had
anlicipated the greal demand for the list, and this experience was probably
what led Deboran and Morm to stan the first 'omcial’ CALL-1S list the
following year " (guoted from email 17 May 2003, with Claire's permissin)

Deborah Healey and Morm Jobhnson produced biannual prinl-version updales
of the CALL-IS Sofware List from 120 throwgh the rest of the decade. The
1999 verson was listed in TESOL Publicabons as late as 2004, and i was
for a time a source of revenue for CALL-IS as well as for TESOL. Claire
recalls one Imporant aspect of this arrangement. “When CALLAS gave
TES0L the nghts to 52l the printed version of the st Deborah made sure
thal CALL-IS relaimed the nghts 1o the ebeclranic version. This is significan]
pecause It meant that in the many worksnops that Deborah and Ckaire and
oiners gave in the subsequent years, we could legally distnbuts the
electronic file on a Noppy disk [and] why we can have the lisl availabde on the
Web today® (guoted from emall 17 May 2003, with Clalre's permission). The
Iist 15 still available a5 of this winting thanks to Dehorah Healey's having
created “a new home” for il here,

By noww commercial vendors al TESCOL had begun Lo lake whal was by-and-
large a nealthy Intersst in CALL-S and the lIrarans were becoming heir to
boxes of donated commercial software that had 1o be siored between
conferences and then shipped 1o the nexl venue. In 1993, Deborah Healey
and Jirm Buell greatty akded the management of his situation by aranging
through Lioyd Holiday at La Trobe Unversiy inAustraha for the CaLL-15
publbc domain, shareware, and commencial dema software colleclions (and
the electronic version of the CALL-IS Software List ) to become available via
FTP from CELIA (Comparter Enhanced Language Instruchan Archive; the
colleclion was retrievable on May 15, 2003 from

nttpiveos l2trobe edu_aweducalionicellascelia mtmi but was found 10 be
timing ouf atter BMay 0, 200230 Then m 1956, wiin the instigabon of Elizabeth
Hanson-Smith, these materals wene porled 1o a CD-ROM which was
published by TESCL, and listed In thelr catalog as 1ate a5 2004, Just below
the soffware st (Figure 1)




Figure 1. The [231 Internet Archive snapshol of
hittp: \teerws tesol org/pubsicatalogitech htmil was made July 26, 2004 here

As the Hospitalty Room grew into a place where conference delegates could
come each yaar 1o tny oul a growang colleclicn of commercial and mnon-
commerclial software in a setting free of promolion and as, the job of
arranging for the compuiers at each conference, installing softeare on hem,
and maintaining and networking Hem gréw increasingly compléx and |abar-
intensive. Roger mentions the guitar Jams we used to have late &t night In the
CaALL Hospitalty Rooms These occumed because CaLL-1S valuniesrs and
sieering commillee members used 1o have 1o work [ale nighls afler each
Confersnce day to mantain the compuier soiare and networking in the HR
[networking was 2 late development - inihally we resored 1o 'snezker-net’
and Deborah nostalgically recalls hours happily “spent copying those damn
sharaware flopples” (guoted from emall 16 May 2003, with Deborah's
peEmmEEson) We would keep our guitars under the tables dunng the day and
send oul for food and drinks as darkness fell. Early 1o abe evening we'd
mEaintain and copy, and man you shoulda heard us, just about midnight.

Roger motes that 1997 In Cirando was the year that the HR became Enown
as the BV ar Elecironic Village Eventuzlly the CALL-1% has succesded in
getling TESOL bo contract oul for sefup, mainlenance, and network
admimistration of the £V, and CALL-IS organiZers can mow Walk Sway rom
the conference ke evervane glse after the last discussion session has
wiapped up. This has led o marked improvements in e siress and sleep
deprivation levels of the organizers, but 3130 10 3 &S of what used to be a
qgreat source of entertainmeant and community spant mowhat was once 8 much
smaller and wery chose-knil CALL-IS. Bul size has s advanlages as well,
and 1t Is gratifying to see events set in motion 0 many years ago develop
into &n interest section whose many ofshoots have becoms instiubonaized
lor the benéfl o 56 many people.

And that is how CALL IS began. But there's a ot mone, much of It recorded in
Hoger's "IThe CALL Imterest Section Community HEton” (Kenner, FU00,
2003). I you read through Whis, you can' fail 1o notice el hal Roger has
taken grest pains to document our beginnings and maintain that record. You
also can't fail to notce that as the years qo on, the documentation gets
sparses. Wha is going 1o il in the gaps and réfresh he recond befone
memony fades? Could [ be you?
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Here is the machine readable text copied from this article as it appears at
http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/tesolcallis/issues/2015-08-25/1.html, pasted below:

SEPTEMBER 2015
HOW THE TESOL CALL INTEREST SECTION BEGAN (UPDATED)

By Vance Stevens, EFL and Computing Instruction to Air Force Cadets, Khalifa Bin Zayed Air
College, Al Ain, United Arab Emirates; Co-founding member and first officially appointed chair of
TESOL CALL-IS

This article is based on an original prepared for the CALL-IS newsletter (Stevens, 2003). It
draws on emailed recollections of Carol Chapelle, Elizabeth Hanson-Smith, Deborah Healey,
Roger Kenner, and Claire Bradin Siskin. This revision updates the earlier work.

The story of CALL-IS starts more or less with the 1982 TESOL Conference in Honolulu, Hawaii,
which attracted a dozen presentations involving computers, notably one by David Sanders from
Concordia University in Montreal on 'Design and Implementation of a Communicative CAl
Program’ (at the time, what we now know as CALL was widely referred to as CAl,
computer-assisted instruction). Joan Jamieson and Carol Chapelle also presented there, giving
two skillfully choreographed back-to-back 3-hour sessions all day on Saturday, one on ESL
lesson design and the other on programming in Pilot. Also at that conference, David Wyatt,
whose software was on display at the ALA booth, chaired a 'Rap Session' on 'The Why, Where,
and How of C.A.l.' (in addition to Carol and Joan, the panelists were Frank Otto, Anne
Jackson-Muller, and Roberta Lavine).

The technology could be recalcitrant in that era. Anne and Peter Muller struggled to get their
program to load ten minutes into the time their presentation was due to begin while their
audience grew restless with the delay, and this was typical of the way the technology could be
expected to work, or not, as the case may be. Vance Stevens was not listed in the program, but
nevertheless made a cameo appearance at the video interest section's academic session,
where he demonstrated a crude authoring system which would cue a video cassette tape, play
a segment, ask a question, and depending on response, wind the tape to another frame, play
that, and so on. The program required a ten-minute load to memory which had to be initiated
during the change in speakers just prior to his turn, and that unfortunate speaker had to endure
distraction from the clicking of the disk drives and whirring of the VCR at irregular intervals
during his presentation. The drives had settled down by the time it was Vance’s turn to speak.
To his great relief, text appeared on the screen, the tape played, and the program worked long
enough for him to briefly overview it.

Hawaii was not the first TESOL event where interest in CAl had been shown. David Wyatt had
also presented on a computer-based topic in Detroit in 1981, and Joan and Carol had done a
computer-based presentation as early as 1980 at TESOL in San Francisco. According to Carol
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"It was an introduction to CALL and authoring on PLATO. We got terminals from a Bay area
PLATO rep, had phone lines installed, and taught people how to author." The following year,
Jamieson and Chapelle "looked at the benefits and limitations of three hardware/software
environments for developing and using CALL: micro, mainframe, and instructional mainframe
(the latter was PLATO). We had programmed the same material on the three, brought the three
terminals to Detroit in my car, had phone lines installed in the conference room, and showed
them live!l" Carol enjoys recalling these events: "These memories are very vivid because these
events were extremely difficult to set up logistically, and they were very rewarding to conduct."
Joan and Carol followed up their mini-course by sending a mailout to those involved. This was
an early attempt at pulling together a community of CAl enthusiasts within TESOL, but Carol
and Joan backed off from organizing further "after realizing how much secretarial work was
involved!" (quoted from email 15 & 16 May 2003, with Carol's permission).

After 1982, it was clear that interest in CAl was growing regarding its potential for language
learning. Therefore, an invited symposium was scheduled for the next annual TESOL
conference in Toronto, 1983, and this symposium was notable for many things that both
happened and didn't happen. One important thing to happen was that John Higgins argued
eloquently that the name of our endeavor should be changed forthwith to CALL, to place the
emphasis on 'learning', and we eventually became the CALL interest section. One thing that
didn't happen at this symposium was that, since it was an 'invited' event, a volunteer was
stationed at the door to check badges against her list of invitees; thus was Earl Stevick turned
away and disappeared down the hall before anyone could catch him to invite him back.

However, the 40 some-odd people who had been invited did discuss becoming an interest
section. Toward this end we went so far as to elect a chair. As David Sanders had taken the
initiative to organize and convene the symposium, he was elected first chair of the interest
section-to-be. Next on the agenda was election of an associate-chair, and many more deserving
candidates declined to stand before Vance Stevens was finally elected associate chair of what
we hoped would soon become an interest section in TESOL.

A steering committee was then elected, among which was Roger Kenner, who took on the role
of ‘Official Secretary’. Roger maintained an archive of CALL-IS history from its inception up
through 2003 (Kenner 2000, 2003). His "A Short History of the Founding of the CALL-IS Interest
Section" deals specifically and in greater detail than here with the behind-the-scenes leading up
to the Toronto symposium and the years immediately after (see Kenner, 1996).

Despite the fact that, according to Roger's record, the symposium had been orchestrated to lead
to the formation of an interest section, this was another thing that didn't happen in Toronto. We
soon learned that certain steps in the procedures we would have to follow could not be taken
until the next year's convention. Meanwhile, David Sanders developed other interests and his
place in our lobbying efforts was assumed by his colleague at Concordia, Roger Kenner. These
developments were communicated among the principles (David and Roger in Canada, the
TESOL front office in Virginia, and Vance in Hawaii) through snail mail.
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We had managed to muster enough favorable reaction in Toronto among the higher-ups in
TESOL that Roger and Vance were each treated to a night in the Hyatt in Houston, 1984, in
order to attend a day-long TESOL leadership workshop there (Kenner, 1996, provides insights
into what was going on between TESOL and the unofficial CALL interest section). Here we
learned the hoops we would have to jump through in our interest section bid and how to
approach them. Our proposal had to be put before each existing interest section, as each would
have to decide how to direct its delegates to vote at the mid-week Interest Section Council
meeting, where Roger and Vance would appear to make our case in person. The approval of
other interest sections was crucial and fraught with politics. More interest sections meant greater
subdivision of the pot of limited resources available to all interest sections (e.g. money, hence
pages, for newsletters) and dilution of influence in the Interest Section Council, so that it was in
the interest of the most powerful interest sections to stringently vet newcomers. However, our
argument that we represented a substantive issue in TESOL backed with a groundswell of
support won the day, and our petition was approved.

During the week, we met frequently with our co-conspirators in the spacious atrium of the Hyatt.
When we learned we needed to quickly draft a Statement of Purpose for our group. Joan
Jamieson picked up a napkin off the table and began jotting down our working notes and
handed these over to Roger. Don Loritz, who was way ahead of most of us with his LISP-based
parsers, happened to have brought his 'portable’ with him (which in those days meant a kind of
typewriter) so Roger went up to Don's room and clattered out the document we needed to attain
the next hurdle in the ratification process.

Once an interest section is approved by the Interest Section Council its recommendation goes
before the Executive Board, which meets after the conference and, assuming it supports the
recommendations of the Interest Section Council, then appoints the new interest section's chair
and associate chair . As our group's two spokespersons behind the scenes at the Houston
convention, Roger and Vance made sure that the right people had our names spelled correcily,
and we were informed of our appointments later in the year.

The concept of the CALL-IS Hospitality Room and its evolution into the Electronic Village is
another thread that is worth pursuing in tracking the development of the interest section. Vance
Stevens took the first step in this direction by organizing a software fair in Houston in 1984.
There was no precedent for this, but those of us presenting became aware that each of us was
developing software the others might like to examine at leisure. So, at the next software fair
organized by Roger and Vance in New York in 1985, some of us stayed behind to copy our
freeware onto each other's five-and-a-quarter inch truly flexible floppies before the computers
we had assembled could be packed away at the end of the session.

Neither Roger nor Vance were in Anaheim in 1986, but Roger's documents state that the first
'Hospitality Room' appeared at that conference. In 1987, Macey Taylor turned a room in the
convention hotel in Miami into a CALL-IS Hospitality Room. She set up her Amiga there along
with some DOS PCs and Apple lle computers and kept it open to those wishing to drop by and
learn more about our interest section. Roger recalls that the following year, 1988 in Chicago,
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Peter Lee arranged to provide computers for a Hospitality Room and union rules had to be
circumvented through discrete tipping to get them in and out of the conference center.

The idea of assembling computers in one place at annual conventions for the purpose of
presenting language learning software led to the establishment of a regular venue for sharing
and exchanging it. Soon, freeware and shareware software collections for Apple, Mac, PC,
Commodore, etc. were maintained by separate librarians for each different platform. The
collections themselves were brought to each conference; lists were published in newsletters
during the year, and copies of the software were mailed to people who sent money to cover the
cost of postage and diskettes. In 1989 Claire Bradin Siskin compiled a number of these lists into
one big list and brought it to San Antonio with her. She remembers that before the conference
started, she ran off about 100 copies and put them in the HR. “They immediately disappeared,
and people kept demanding copies ... so we took one master copy and put it at the central
handouts booth. The funny thing then was that the master copy kept disappearing from the
handouts booth, and they kept asking me for a new master copy! None of us had anticipated the
great demand for the list, and this experience was probably what led Deborah and Norm to start
the first 'official' CALL-IS list the following year." (quoted from email 17 May 2003, with Claire's
permission)

Deborah Healey and Norm Johnson produced biannual print-version updates of the CALL-IS
Software List from 1990 through the rest of the decade. The 1999 version was listed in TESOL
Publications as late as 2004, and it was for a time a source of revenue for CALL-IS as well as
for TESOL. Claire recalls one important aspect of this arrangement: "When CALL-IS gave
TESOL the rights to sell the printed version of the list, Deborah made sure that CALL-IS
retained the rights to the electronic version. This is significant because it meant that in the many
workshops that Deborah and Claire and others gave in the subsequent years, we could legally
distribute the electronic file on a floppy disk [and] why we can have the list available on the Web
today" (quoted from email 17 May 2003, with Claire's permission). The list is still available as of
this writing thanks to Deborah Healey’s having created “a new home” for it: here:
https://www.eltexpert.com/softlist/

By now commercial vendors at TESOL had begun to take what was by-and-large a healthy
interest in CALL-IS and the librarians were becoming heir to boxes of donated commercial
software that had to be stored between conferences and then shipped to the next venue. In
1993, Deborah Healey and Jim Buell greatly aided the management of this situation by
arranging through Lloyd Holliday at La Trobe University in Australia for the CALL-IS public
domain, shareware, and commercial demo software collections (and the electronic version of
the CALL-IS Software List ) to become available via FTP from CELIA (Computer Enhanced
Language Instruction Archive; the collection was retrievable on May 15, 2003 from
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/education/celia/celia.html but was found to be timing out after May 20,
2003). Then in 1996, with the instigation of Elizabeth Hanson-Smith, these materials were
ported to a CD-ROM which was published by TESOL, and listed in their catalog as late as 2004,
just below the software list (Figure 1).
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Figure 1: The last Internet Archive snapshot of http://www.tesol.org/pubs/catalog/tech.html was
made July 26, 2004 here.

https://web.archive.ora/web/20040726082532/http://www.tesol.ora/pubs/catalog/tech.html
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As the Hospitality Room grew into a place where conference delegates could come each year to
try out a growing collection of commercial and non-commercial software in a setting free of
promotion and bias, the job of arranging for the computers at each conference, installing
software on them, and maintaining and networking them grew increasingly complex and
labor-intensive. Roger mentions the guitar jams we used to have late at night in the CALL
Hospitality Rooms. These occurred because CALL-IS volunteers and steering committee
members used to have to work late nights after each conference day to maintain the computer
software and networking in the HR (networking was a late development - initially we resorted to
'sneaker-net' - and Deborah nostalgically recalls hours happily "spent copying those damn
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shareware floppies" (quoted from email 16 May 2003, with Deborah's permission). We would
keep our guitars under the tables during the day and send out for food and drinks as darkness
fell. Early to late evening we'd maintain and copy, and man you shoulda heard us, just about
midnight.

Roger notes that 1997 in Orlando was the year that the HR became known as the EV, or
Electronic Village. Eventually the CALL-IS has succeeded in getting TESOL to contract out for
setup, maintenance, and network administration of the EV, and CALL-IS organizers can now
walk away from the conference like everyone else after the last discussion session has wrapped
up. This has led to marked improvements in the stress and sleep deprivation levels of the
organizers, but also to a loss of what used to be a great source of entertainment and community
spirit in what was once a much smaller and very close-knit CALL-IS. But size has its advantages
as well, and it is gratifying to see events set in motion so many years ago develop into an
interest section whose many offshoots have become institutionalized for the benefit of so many
people.

And that is how CALL IS began. But there's a lot more, much of it recorded in Roger's "The
CALL Interest Section Community History" (Kenner, 2000, 2003). If you read through this, you
can't fail to notice first that Roger has taken great pains to document our beginnings and
maintain that record. You also can't fail to notice that as the years go on, the documentation gets
sparser. Who is going to fill in the gaps and refresh the record before memory fades? Could it
be you?
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